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Course Description: This course offers a cultural studies and reader response approach to the study of reading, writing, and grammar. A major objective is the exploration and analysis of literature, including drama, poetry, short story, novel, and non-fiction presented in different mediums. We will focus on literacy and reading what is on the lines of text, between the lines, and beyond the lines. The writing process, including organizational skills, style, mechanics and content, is applied to all areas of student writing. 

Class Length: Two Trimesters = 1.5 credits
Classroom Expectations: I expect the best from you at all times. I have high standards and expectations set for all of you. 
1. Turn off electronics. 

2. Be in class, in your seat and ready for instruction when the bell rings.

3. Come prepared for class with a pen or pencil and any other materials that you have been instructed to bring.

4. Use your time wisely. 

5. Use the restroom before you come to class. If you use time wisely, you’ll find that there is time!

6. Turn in assignments/assessments on time.

7. Expect homework. 

8. Use your planner and stay organized. They were free for a reason.
9. Take advantage of study table after school in my room. Please make arrangements with me beforehand. Make the effort and I will help you as much as I can. If you make no effort in class or after class, then I will make no effort to help you.
10. Be a PRO! Be prepared, respectful, and own to up your actions and education. Demonstrate a positive attitude and form healthy relationships! (
11. Use appropriate language (swearing, talking back and any other form of disrespect is unacceptable and doesn’t reflect well on you)
12. Respect the classroom by not writing on furniture, throwing things, sticking gum on items... etc. This is your classroom too!

Daily Routine: 
1. When you enter: Silent Reading and Reader-Writer Log

2. Main Lesson

3. Wrap-up: Write down HW in planner and/or complete Inkshed

Course Objectives or Core Concepts: In English 9, we will be focusing on various literacy components and life skills. We will be compiling portfolios, exploring and analyzing numerous forms of literature, engaging in public speaking, and so much more.

Grading Scale: 
A= 93-100 
A-= 90-92

B+= 87-89 
B= 83-86 
B-= 80-82

C+= 77-79
C= 73-76
C-+ 70-72

D+= 67-69
D= 63-66
D-= 60-62

F= 0-59


An “X” in the gradebook means “excused.” 

A “Z” in the gradebook means that a student refused to turn in an assignment or complete an activity.


This is how grades will be calculated throughout the year:

Assignments/Activities: 30%
Quizzes: 20%

Tests/Projects/Performance: 30%

Homework: 20%

End of Course Assessment: 20%

Make-Up Policy:
You have 3 days to submit assignments for every day of absence. If you are absent from class for whatever reason it is your responsibility to speak with me at an appropriate time to obtain any missed assignments/assessments. You can email me, check my twitter site, or check my website.  

Final Exam (End of Course Assessment): You will be writing pieces throughout the year that will be included in your writing portfolio. Your writing portfolio will be worth 20% of your final grade.

Textbook and Other Materials: Books and folders will be provided. You are responsible for you own writing utensils and notebook paper.










